























Klickitat County 261

At this time a company of mounted riflemen was organized
with Ephraim W. Pike as captain. The government furnished
rifles and ammunition and they were thoroughly drilled. This
was the first military company organized in Klickitat County and
was known as “The Klickitat Rangers,” but they were not called
into service.

The question of county seat agitated the various centers of
population for some years but in November, 1878, by a popular
vote Goldendale was selected. Not wishing to tax the county at
large, a subscription was taken in Goldendale and $3,500 secured
with which a court house and jail were built. In 1888, a fire
destroyed a large portion of the town including the court house
and jail, these buildings being replaced by brick structures costing
$25,000. In 1881, the first county fair was held at Goldendale.
These fairs have become an annual event of great educational
and monetary value to the county, benefiting every line of industry
and encouraging the younger generations to attain higher and
better ideals. The wise provision of the founders of the school
system in Washington, whereby transportation and school funds
are provided for isolated communities, makes it possible for every
child to secure a common school education. Many of the dis-
taricts teach one or more grades of the High School, and where
the population is sufficient High Schools are established.

The cost of marketing their wheat was a great handicap
until a railroad was built from Goldendale to the Columbia with
its southern terminus at Lyle. The building of numerous high-
ways and bridges is rapidly developing the latent resources of
the county and opening its scenic attractions to the world.
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