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a chief and is as proud of his lineage as any descendant of
royalty. He is well versed in Indian myths and knows of the
first coming of the whites as told him by his mother. He de­
scribes very vividly the coming of Lewis and Clark, of their
landing below the rocky point of land at Lyle, of their going up
the hill to the Indian camps where they bought some dogs, p;lii!

for them, gave presents to the women and children then went on
to the "Big Chuck." He further stated that "One Indian woman
and papoose was with the white men" and that "Lewis and Clark
hias close white men." A few years ago Joe Stahi, Charley
Parker and Chief Wallahe of High Prairie, who is sometimes
called "Skookum," were chosen as a delegation to go to Wash­
ington to represent the claims of the Klickitats. Joe spoke of
Mr. Taft as a "fine man" and brought back photographs of him­
self and others taken in Washington.

The towns of Cleveland and Bickleton in the eastern portion
of the county were not settled until after Goldendale had become
well established. In 1877, the following parties settled near the
site of Cleveland: Samuel Martin, Isaac and Ralph Cousins and
Ripley Dodge. Edward D. Morris came in June, 1878, followed
by Simeon E. Warren, Akana Miller, Henry C. Hackley, John
Baker, Dickson P. Shattuck, Lysander Coleman with his sons,
also George Alexander, William J. Story, George Ellis and Josiah
Smith. On Six Prong Creek, Dixon Gaunt and Ben Butler, with
his two sons James and Marion, brought in their bands of stock
and claimed the land. The families of Joseph Nixon and Wil­
liam Fadden were probably the first to settle on Pine Creek, fol­
lowed by Milton Imbrie, George Lawman, David Sprinkle.
Charles E. Flower and his brother Samuel P. Flower who lo­
cated ten miles south of the site of Bickleton. On Alder Creek
we find Robert M. and John Graham, Angus Forbus, Gottfried
Peterson, L. J. Bailey, George W. McCredy, Rasmus Gotfredson
and Charles N. Bickle, from whom the town of Bickleton re­
ceived its name.

In 1879 Ephraim McFarland built a sawmill on the creek
west of Bickleton. Other mills followed in that vicinity but this
was the first. In 1878, when Chief Egan with his renegade band
of Indians swept northward through eastern Oregon and Wash­
ington and western Idaho, the settlers of eastern Klickitat County
fled to Goldendale for protection but the trouble was over in two
months and they were back again in their homes with but little
loss.
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At this time a company of mounted riflemen was organized
with Ephraim \V. Pike as captain. The government furnished
rifles and ammunition and they were thoroughly drilled. This
was the first military company organized in Klickitat County and
was known as "The Klickitat Rangers," but they were not called
into service.

The question of county seat agitated the various centers of
population for some years but in November, 1878, by a popular
vote Goldendale was selected. Not wishing to tax the county at
large, a subscription was taken in Goldendale and $3,500 secured
with which a court house and jail were built. In 1888, a fire
destroyed a large portion of fhe town including the court house
and jail, these buildings being replaced by brick structures costing
$25,000. In 1881, the first county fair was held at Goldendale.
These fairs have become an annual event of great educational
and monetary value to the county, benefiting every line of industry
and encouraging the younger generations to attain higher and
better ideals. The wise provision of the founders of the school
system in Washington, whereby transportation and school funds
are provided for isolated communities, makes it possible for every
child to secure a common school education. Many of the dis­
taricts teach one or more grades of the High School, and where
the population is sufficient High Schools are established.

The cost of marketing their wheat was a great handicap
until a railroad was built from Goldendale to the Columbia with
its southern terminus at Lyle. The building of numerous high­
ways and bridges is rapidly developing the latent resources of
the county and opening its scenic attractions to the world.
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